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introduction

This pamphlet includes a written interview with lesbian political prisoners Linda
Evans, Laura Whitehorn, and Susan Rosenberg. They are three North American
anti-imperialists curently being held in u.s. prisons because of their political beliefs
and activities with the armed clandestine movements resisting the u.s government

and its policies.

Susan Rosenberg has been one of the three women political prisoners imprisoned
in the Lexington Small Group Isolation Unit, the first explicitly political prison in the
U.S. She was born on October 5, 1955 in New York City. She has been an activist
all of her adult life. While still in high school, she worked with and was greatly
influenced by the Young Lords Party and the Black Panther Party. She was active in
the anti-Vietnam war and women’s movements. In 1976 she traveled to Cuba to
build a day care center, as part of the Venceremos Brigade in solidarity with the
Cuban revolution. She worked throughout the 1970s in solidarity with national
liberation struggles - the Puerto Rican Independence Movement, the Black liberation
struggle and other world-wide movements for liberation. Susan is a Doctor of
Acupuncture who studied with Black acupuncturists at the Black Acupuncture
Advisory Association of North America (BAAANA), a community health center in
Harlem, New York dedicated to fighting the drug plague and providing health care
through acupuncture and Chinese medicine.

Linda Evans - Born May 11, 1947, in Fort Dodge, lowa. Revolutionary and anti-
imperialist since 1967. SDS regional organizer against the U.S. war in Vietnam and
to support the Black liberation movement. Participated in 1969 anti-war delegation
to North Vietnam to receive POW'’s released by the Vietnamese. Political/cultural
worker in guerilla street theatre troupe, all-women’s band, and women's printing/
graphics collective in Texas. Active in the women’s liberation movement and in the
lesbian community. Organized support for struggles led by Black and Chicano/
Mexicano grassroots organizations against the Ku Klux Klan, forced sterilization, and
killer cops. Fought racism, white supremacy, and zionism as a member of the John
Brown Anti-Klan Committee. Built support for Black/New Afrikan, Puerto Rican, and
Native American POW’s and political prisoners, and for the right of these nations to
independence and self-determination. Began working to develop clandestine resis-
tance capable of struggle on every front. Arrested May 11, 1985. Convicted of
harboring a fugitive and usinga false name to buy 4 guns; serving a total sentence
of 45 years.

Laura Whitehorn - “I grew up during the era of the rise and victory of national
liberation struggles, so my own hatred of oppression, injustice, racism, and sexism
could be channeled into a productive direction: revolutionary anti-imperialism.

"we been involved in struggles for human rights for a little more than 20 years
- from the Civil Rights Movement tosupporting the Black Panther Party, the Black
Power Movementand the New Afrikan Independence Movement, to fighting the KKK
and organized white supremacy, supporting the struggle for the independence of
Puerto Rico, to struggling for the liberation of women and full democratic rights for
gay people. In Boston, | helped Black families to defend their homes against racist
attack during the ‘anti-busing’ offensive, and | helped to found the Boston/Cambridge

continued on the back page...



Dykes And Fags Want To Know...

Interview With Lesbian Political Prisoners
Laura Whitehorn, Linda Evans And Susan Rosenberg

QUISP: I'm an activist. How come I've never heard of you before?

Laura: 1 think it's because there’s been a long time during which the “left” and
progressive movements haven't really tried to know who’s in prison - including but
not limited to political prisoners and POW’s. For instance, how many AIDS activists
know about the many PWA’s in prison, and the horrible conditions theylive in? Aside
from Mike Riegle at GCN (Gay Community News), how many writers and media
folks in our movements try to reach into the prisons to support lesbian and gay
prisoners, whose lives are often made pretty rough by the pigs.

In general, this country tries 10 shut prisoners away and make people outside
forget about us. In the case of political prisoners, multiply that times X for the simple
fact that our existence is a danger to the smooth, quiet running of the system: our
existence shows that this great demokkkracy is a lie. The government doesn’t want
you to know who we are - that’s why they try so hard to label us “terrorists” and
“criminals”.

Linda: Political prisoners have been purposely “disappeared” by the u.s. govern-
ment, whose official position is that “there are no political prisoners inside the u.s.”
This is the way that the government denies both that the motivations for our actions
were political and that the movements we come from are legitimate, popular
movements for social change. The prison system isolates all prisoners from their
communities, but especially harsh isolation is instituted against political prisoners:
restricted visiting lists, frequent transfers to prisons far away from our home
communities, mail censorship, “maximum security conditions”, long periods of time
in solitary confinement.

But our own political movement, 100, has ignored the existence of political
prisoners. I think this has largely been a product of racism - most U.S. political
prisoners/POW’s are Black and Puerto Rican comrades who have been locked up for
over a decade. Unfortunately there has never been widespread support among
progressive white people for the Black Liberation struggle, for Puerto Rican inde-
pendence, or for Native American sovereignty struggles - and these are the move-
ments that the Black/Puerto Rican/Native American political prisoners/POWSs come
from.

Also, many political activists have actually withheld support for political
prisoners/POWSs because of disagreements with tactics that were employed, or with
actions of which the political prisoners have been accused or convicted. These
disagreements are tactical in nature, and shouldn’tbe allowed to obscure the fact that
we all have been fighting for justice and social change. This withdrawal of support
leads to falsedivisions amongst us, and actually helps the state in its strategyto isolate
political prisoners/POWs from our communities and political movements.

Susan: The activists/radicals of the late 1980’sand 1990’s have to reclaim” the history
of resistance that emerged and continued through the 1970's and 80's. As long as the



government and mass media get to define who and what is important then the real
lessons contained in ours and others experiences will get lost.

People haven't heard of us (except as 2 vague memory of a headline - if that)
because there is a very serious government counter-insurgency strategy to bury the
revolutionaries who have been captured in prison. I have been in prison 6 years and
over half of that time was spent in solitary confinement oOf small-group isolation
1000's of miles away frommy community and family. My experience is similar to the
1100/150 other political prisoners in the U.S. If the individuals from different
movements (ie., the Black, Puerto Rican, Native American and white movements
who have seen the need for organized resistance to oppression) are destroyed it is
a way to delegitimize the demands of the movements.

QUISP: Did you do it? Did the goveminent misrepresent what you did? If so, how?

Laura: Yes, 1did itt 1 did (do) resist racism, sexism, imperialism with every fiber of
my queer being, and 1 believe we need to fight for justice. The government's
«version” of what I/we did is a complete lie, though, in that they call resistance 2
crime. Iv's sort of like the way Jesse Helms calls us “sick” - he's as sick as you can get.
On the morality meter he doesn’t even make the needle move. Same way the U.S.
government, a genocidal system,
calls acts of revolutionary struggle
werrorist violence”, and their sys-
tem of law, “justice”.

sisterhood Is Powernrful
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brutality in Black and Third World commuaities here, even such acts as the aerial
bombing of MOVE in Philadelphia in 1985, which killed 11 people and created a
firestorm that left over 250 people homeless.

susan: I have been a revolutionary for much of my life. A revolutionary in the sense
that I believe in the need for profound social change that goes 10 the roots of the
problem. Which I believe is systemic. Consequently I have along with others tried
many methods of struggle to enact a strategy 10 win liberation and attack the state
(government) as representative of the system. Firstas a peace activist in the late 60's,
then as a political activist in the 70’s, and then in joining the armed clandestine
resistance movement that was developing in the 80's. 1 am guilty of revolutionary
anti-imperialist resistance. “ '

Of course the government has misrepresented me and all of us. The main form
that has taken is to call us terrorists, which is something that couldn’tbe further from
the truth. Just like all opposition to the cold war of the 50's was labelled communist,
the 80’s equivalent is terrorist. Now there are all kinds of terrorists according to the
U.S. - all of it bullshit.

1 don’t mean to beg the question in the specific. I believe that no revolutionary
captured comrade says what they have or haven’t done within their revolutionary
work.

QUISP: Audre Lorde says the master’s tools (violence) will never dismantle the
master's house (the state), How do you react to this?

Laura: I don’t think “violence” is just one thing, so I don’t think it's necessarily “the
master’s tool”. If revolutionaries were as vicious and careless of humanity and
innocent human lives as the U.S. government is, then I think we’d be doing wrong.
But when oppressed people fight for freedom, using “violent” means among others,
I think we should support them. Would you have condemned African slaves in the
U.S. for killing their slave masters, or for using violence in a stru ggle for freedom? To
me, the issue is how do we fight effectively - and humanely - for liberation. As we
build the struggle, we have to be very self-critical, very self-conscious abouthow we
struggle as well as what we struggle for. ButI think we alsoneedto fightto win -and
I think that means engaging in a fight for power. For the past 5+ years, I've witnessed
close up the violence - slow, brutal, heartless of genocide against African American
women. To refuse to fight to change that (and 1 don't believe we can fight for power
completely “non-violently”) would, I think, be to accept the violence of the state in
the name of rejecting the violence of revolutionary struggle.

Linda: I disagree with posing the question in the way she does (or how the question
does). I don't think the issue is violence, but rather politics and power. Around the
world, imperialism maintains itself - keeps itself in power - by military power and the
threat of violence wherever people struggle for change. Liberation movements have
the right 1o use every means available to defeat the system that is oppressing and
killing people. This means fighting back in self-defense, and it means an offensive
struggle for people’s power and self-determination. But reducing it to a tactical
question of “violent means” doesn't recognizeall the aspects of building a revolution-
ary movement that are crucial to actually mobilizing people, developing popular
organizations, empowering oppressed groups within the people’s movement like
women and indigenous people, developing a revolutionary program that can really



meet people’s needsand that people will fight to make real. A slogan that embodies
this for me comes from the Chinese Revolution: “Without mass struggle, therecanbe
no revolution. Without armed struggle, there can be no victory.”

susan: I always took the quote from Audre Lorde to mean the opposite of what you
say. Funny, no?1always interpreted her saying that to mean the masters’ tools being
electoral/slow change. Well - there you go!

QUISP: Why is it important to support political as opposed 10 non-political
prisoners? Shouldn't we be concerned about all prisoners?

Laura: 1 think we should be concerned about all prisoners, and 1 don't think it's ever
been us political prisoners who have promoted any irresolvable contradiction
between us and the rest of the prisoners in the U.S. But within that, I think there is
a particular need for progressive movements 1o defend political prisoners, because
i'sa part of fighting for the movements we come from. If you are fighting racism and
homophobia, and there are people serving long sentences in prison for fighting
those things, 1 think you advance the goals by supporting the prisoners. 1also think
that support for political prisoners helps expose how repressive and unjust the
whole system is. That can also be an avenue to supporting all prisoners.

support for political prisoners is a concrete act of resistance to the control the
government keeps Over all our minds: it fights the isolation and silencing of political
prisoners and POWS. It asserts the legitimacy of resistance. And in my experience it
is a major way that people outside become aware€ of the purpose and nature of the

prison system as 2 whole.

Linda: Yes - it's important for our movement to be concerned about all prisoners,
and 1 think it's especially important for the lesbian and gay movement to cONcern
ourselves with combatting atacks on lesbian/gay prisoners, and supporting all
prisoners with AIDS. Concerning ourselves with all prisoners, and with the repres-
sive/warehousing role of prisons in our society is another way of fighting racism,
since the majority of prisoners are from Third World communities. Prisoners get
locked away - out of sight, out of mind - and the few prisoners’ rights that were won
in prison strugglesare being undermined and cut back. Human rights are nearly non-
existent in prison, and without community support and awareness, the government
can continue to escalate its repressive policies, and conditions will just steadily
worsen. This is especially true for prisoners with AIDS, since the stigma attached to
AIDS in society generally is heightened in prison. Prisoners with AIDS die atan even
faster rate than PWAson the outside because treatment is SO sporadic, limited, and
conditions are so bad.

So I would never say for people to support political prisoners as opposed to
nonpolitical prisoners. Our interests inside prison are definitely not in opposition to
each other. All the political prisoners/POWs actively fight for prisoners’ rights, and
for changes in conditions that will benefit all prisoners. But it's important to build
support specifically for political prisoners because we represent our movements,
and it's 2 way for us to protect and defend the political movements we cOme from
against government repression. For the movement on the outside to embrace and
support political prisoners/POWS makes it possible for us to continue to participate
in and contribute to the movement wWe come from and it makes it impossible for the
governmenttoisolate andrepress usin their efforts to destroy our political identities.
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Susan: All prisoners are in desperate need of support, and as the population gets
greater (in prison) and the repression gets heavier the prisons will become a2 major
confrontation within the society. If the prisons are to become a social front of struggle
then there must be a consciousness developed to fight the dehumanization and
criminalization that prison intends. Political prisoners are important to support
because we are in prison for explicitly social/political/progressive goals. Our lack of
freedom does affect how free you are. If we can be violated, so can you. There is no
contradiction between political and social prisoners. ‘

QUISP: How does being a lesbian fit in with your work?

Laura: The same way it fits into my life - it is a basic, crucial f)"art of my character, my
outlook on things, my personality. Because I'malesbian, the fight againsthomophobia
and sexism take on particular importance. But really I think my lesbianism helps me
care about the oppression of others by the imperialist system. So I think my
lesbianism makes me a better anti-
imperialist - it makes me fight all the harder.

Being a lesbian in prison is often very hard, but being “out” gives me a lot of
strength. T have to say that I am very proud when I hear or read about the struggles
queers are waging out there.

Linda: Being a lesbian has always been an important part of the reasons why I'm a
revolutionary - even before I was self-conscious about how important this is to me!
I don't separate “being a lesbian” from any other part of my life, or from my politics.

- : Because 1 experience real oppres-
After The Confiscation Of sion as a lesbian and as a woman, I
Gay Community News

am personally committed from the
very core of my being - to winning
liberation for women, lesbians, and
all oppressed people. Thismakesme
more willing to take risks and to
fight, because I have a vision of a
society I want to live in, and to win
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our various movements.

Susan: Well! Being a lesbian is part of the very fabric of my being - so the question
is not really how it fits into my work rather how conscious do I make my lesbianism
in living in prison or in the life of resistance Ilead. It alternates depending on what
the conditions are. Recently I have “come out” because at this point I have chosen
to be more consciously lesbian-identified. I have done this because I believe thatas
gay people we need more revolutionary visions and strategies if our movement is to
become significant in linking the overturning of sexual oppression with other forms
of oppression. The other reason I have felt compelled to be out is that my tightest,
most important women in the community we live in are the butches. It is the butches
who suffer most for their choices/existence in prison. In recognition of Pete,
Cowboy, JuJu, Slimie, and all the other sisters it seems only right. Finally - Laura and
Linda have been out since the RCC6 began and it has been a very important political
and personal experience for them, and for us all. They have through their struggles
created an environment of love and solidarity that enabled me 10 subsequently
“come out” as well.

QUISP: How have you struggled with sexism and heterosexism in the groups with
which you have worked?

Laura: Mostly by confronting people when I think they are being sexist or
heterosexist, and by fighting for women's liberation and lesbian and gay liberation
tobe included not just as words but as real goals. The saddest times for mehavebeen
those times when I was in groups where we didn’t do this. Ithink it's very important
for people to be able to struggle for a variety of goals without setting up a hierarchy
or exclusive list. 1 will continue to join groups whose main program is, for example,
anti-racism or support for Palestine or Puerto Rico, because those things are just as
necessary for my liberation as women’s and lesbian liberation are. And I won't
demand that my liberation be made a partof every agenda. Butl won't ever denymy
identity, my right to be respected, and the urgency and legitimacy of lesbian, gay and
women’s liberation, either.

Susan: I have become much more of a feminist over the last number of years - and
by that I mean ideologically andpolitically I believe we have to examine the position
of women, the structures of the society and how male dominance defines women’s
position in all things. I don't think in the past 1 fought against the subjugation of
women and gay people enough. I substituted my own independence as a woman
with actively struggling against political and social forms of oppression. For ex-
ample: in Nicaragua now, the women militants of the FSLN are reevaluating their
practice of struggling against sexism, and some of them are self-critical that they
subordinated the struggle of women to the needs of the so-called greater societal
good. What it means now is that abortion and the struggle for reproductive rights
under the new non-revolutionary society are being set back generations, and the
level of consciousness among women is not (at this point) strong enough to
effectively challenge this development. I believe that to subordinate either women
or gay people and our demands is a big mistake.

QUISP: What is the connection between the primarily white middle class gay rights
movement and the struggles of other oppressed people? How do we envision a gay



movement that encompasses other struggles?

Laura: I believe that any struggle of “primarily white middle class” people has the
danger of being irrelevanttoreal social change unlessitallies itself with the struggles
of oppressed people. This country has a great track record for buying off sectors that
have privilege. Once thathappens, not only do things stay the same, they get worse.

But even more than that, I feel that we cannot be full human beings unless we
fight for all the oppressed. Otherwise, our struggle is just as individualist and racist
as the dominant society. In that case, we'll never win anything worth fighting for.

I think the queer movementneedstotalk to other movementsand commuanities,
in order to work out common strategiesand figure out how to support one another.
I think we need to talk to groups in the national liberation struggles in order tofigure
_ outhow to set our agenda and strategy - like what demands can we raise in the fights
about AIDS that can help other communities fighting AIDS? It’s a struggle, not
necessarily an easy process, but it's crucial. It's also true that our movement has
already adopted lessons from other movements - often without even realizing or
recognizing it. We've especially incorporated strategic concepts developed (at a
high cost!) by the Black Liberation struggle from the Civil Rights movement to the
Black Power and human rights struggle. It's no accident thatStonewall’s leadership
was Third World gay men and lesbians. So I think it's important to recognize that
whenever we pose the question of alliances and coalitions, we don't need 1o
“encompass” other people, we need to ally with them, learn from, and struggle side
by side with them. Weneed to support them. And we need to fight for them as well
as for ourselves, because the second we accept divisions or ignore the urgency of
fighting racism, we lose.

Lindas I don't think that struggles against sexism or homophobia or racism can be
delayed, because these are forms of discrimination/oppression that actively
disempower individuals and groups of people who can be mobilized to actively
participate in the struggle. Racism, sexism, and heterosexism cannot be tolerated in
our movement or in ouralliances because we don't want to duplicate the oppression
that we're fighting against. Of course the process of building these alliances is
difficultand long-term, because building trustand respect requires building relation-
ships that are really different from those that exist in society in general. So I don't
think the primarily white middle-class gay rights movement can, or should, “encom-
pass” other struggles. White middle class gay men and women cannot set theagenda
for other movements or for other communities. Rather, 1 think that this movement
should actively support struggles against other forms of oppression as a way of
making our own movement stronger, more revolutionary, less self-centered, and
more supportive of the goal of liberation and self-determination for all oppressed
people.

Susan: This is a big question and has many aspects 10 it. 1 can only offer a small
answer, as I believe that prisoners who have no social practice in a movement
because of being locked up have a warped or limited understanding of the real
dynamics in the free world movements. The gay movement as it is currently
constituted has reemerged since I have been in prison so I have not been a part of
its development. I don't think the gay movement can be relevant to other oppressed
peoples and their struggles without an anti-imperialist analysis of the roots of gay
oppression and then correspondingly a practice thatimplementsthat. In other words



a movement that is led by white middle class men - even those oppressed because
of their sexual identification/orientation - without ceding power (within the move-
ment) to Third World women and men, and dealing with their agendas will ever be
anything but reform-oriented.

To only struggle for gay rights without struggling for the rights (human and
democratic) of all those in need, and specifically those who are nationally oppressed
sets up competing struggle rather than a cohesive radical opposition to the govern-
ment.

QUISP: What was going on in your life thatled you to participate in or support armed
struggle?

Laura: 1 began supporting armed struggle in the late 60’s, when 1 realized the
government would keep on killing Third World people if leftto its own devices. The
murder of Fred Hampton (chairman of the Illinois BPP) by the Chicago pigs and FBI
was a turning point, not only because it was an assassination, not only because the
state tried to cover it up, but also because it made me understand that the U.S. would
never agree to “give” oppressed nations their human rights. That's why the govern-
ment had to kill Fred, and Malcolm X, and so many other leaders.

I'd hated the injustice of this society for years, but it was in the 60’s, when 1
supported the Vietnamese, Native American struggles, the
Black struggle, PuertoRico and sawthose nations wag-
ing struggles for free- domthatincludedarmed
struggle -thatIstarted to see that there could
be astruggletowin.

Once I began
World nations’
struggle to win

A supporting Third
right to use armed
self-determination,

it made sense to me that I should be
willingtouse many forms of struggle to
fight, to0o.

Mostly, 1 think that it's my vision of
whatawonderful thing itwouldbetoliveina
just, humane, creative world that motivates me

to embrace armed struggle as one part of what it takes to

fight for a new society.

Linda: When 1 first became 2 political activist, I was 2 pacifist. 1 had never
experienced real violence in my own life, and naively hoped that the changes 1
envisioned could come about non-violently. Then, 1 got beat over the head and
teargassed by cops guarding the Pentagon at my first major demonstration. I came
“head-to-head” with the fact that this system maintains its power through violence
on every level - from beating up protesters, tO genocide against internally-colonized
nations, to waging war against nationally-colonized nations, to waging war against
the people of Vietnam.

1 became an activistin a time that was defined by the victories and development
of national liberation struggles around the world and inside the U.S. 1 was especially
inspired by the Vietnamese and by Black people struggling for civil rights and then
for Black Power/Black Liberation. Vietnamese women fighters and Black women in
the struggle were role models for me - because they were dedicated to fighting until



victory was won. Their courage and dedication, their willingness to risk everything
for freedom, the fact that women were being empowered by the process of struggle
- all were exemplary.

So by supporting these national liberation struggles I came to support the right
of oppressed people tofight for liberation by any means necessary. Malcolm X, Che
Guevara, and Ho Chi Minh were important influences in my life and political
development. But 1 actually became determhined to participate in armed struggle
because of the rage 1 felt after the FBI/police raids on Black Panther Party offices and
homes all over the U.S. and particularly the murder of Fred Hampton and Mark Clark
by Chicago police.

The intensity of this police terrorism against the Blackcommunity in s0 many
cities made me realize that whenever a political movement gven begins to threaten
the stability of the status quo, the state will act in whatever ways it must to destroy
it. In order for a revolutionary movement and vision to prevail, therefore, it's
necessary for us to defend ourselves and our comrades, and to build our own
capacitiestoward aday when wecan seriously challenge the repressive power ofthe
state, so that state power can be taken out of the hands of those who use itto oppress,
taken over, instead, by the people themselves. I know this sounds idealistic, yet it
is a struggle that has succeeded in many countries around the wortld.

1 believed then - as I do now - that U.S. imperialism was the main enemy of the
people of the world, and 1 wanted to fight on the side of the oppressed to build a
better world for all, This was the era of Che Guevara's call for “2, 3, many Vietnams”,
and I recognized that the U.S. government depends on the “domestic tranquillity” of
its population to allow for imperialist interventions around the world. -

-Thisis one reason the Black Liberation struggle was such athreat, and why white
people fighting in solidarity with national liberation struggles were threatening as
well, That's part of the reason that the repression of the internal liberation move-
ments was so immediate and devastating, and why there were such efforts to divide
off white struggles from these struggles.

‘Susan: The war against the Black Liberation movement by the FBI/U.S. government

was most influential for me in seeing the necessity for armed self-defense. The
challenge placed on us who were in a position of solidarity with revolutionary
nationalist Black organizations was to uphold self-determination and to fight for it.
The other element that most personally propelled me into armed clandestine
resistance was witnessing the genocide of the chemical war being waged in the
South Bronx against Black and Puerto Rican people. As a doctor of acupuncture and
community health worker I watched us fail to stop the plague.

QUISP: What do you do all day?

My time is divided among: fighting for decent conditions and against the prison’s
denial of those things (a daily necessity!), working on my political and legal work,
communicating with people via letters and phone calls, talking 10 other prisoners
(and working with them to try to deal with legal issues, health issues, etc.), meeting
with my codefendants, trying to find out how my comrade Alan is (he's engaged in
ahard, life-and-death battle with cancer, shackled toabed in the1.C.U. oncology unit
at D.C. General Hospital [Editor’s Note:-Since this interview took place, Alan has
recovered and was released from prison in June 1992)). 1 spend a lot of time talking
10 women about AIDS - by one estimate, 40-50% of the women in here are HIV+, yet



there is no program, no educaton, no counseling provided. Like my other
comrades, I spend a lot of time doing informal counseling and education on this.

Linda: Work and work out.

Susan: Because 1 am a doctor of acupuncture and a conscious person 1 have become
(in addition to a political prisoner) a peer advocate/AIDS oounselor. It is not
recognized by the jail but 1 spend 75% of my time counseling people - women who
are HIV+. The other time is spent doing my other work, and talking with others. We
spend alot of the day locked down in our cells. Because of the overcrowding, and
lack of programs the administration keeps us locked down an enormous amount of
time.

QUISP: How do you deal with your white privilege in jail?

Lauras [ struggle tobe aware of it; 1 fight racism actively and organize for that fight;
1 try to make theresources that I have accessto, availableto others. Educating people
about how to fight AIDS is another way, because that's information that the gay and
lesbian movement have that women in the D.C. Jail lack - and it means that women
are continuing to contract the HIV every day. That is a crime.

Lindas I try to use the resources and education I've had access to as a result of my
white privilege tobenefitall the prisoners1 live with, and to fight for our’
interests. This takes many
forms, from struggling as 2
prisoner for the institution of
AIDS education and counsel-
ing programs, to helping indi-
vidual women with legal prob-
lems or abuses of their rights
by the jail. When I was in jail
in Louisiana, we were able to
win a jailhouse lawyer’s legal
suit forcing the jail to give
women glassesandfalse teeth
(all jail dental care amounts to
is pulling teeth, and few jails
replace them). Oneof the con-
flicts 1 confront is between
dealing with immediate needs
and crises as an individual
counselor/agitator/jailhouse
lawyer, and always pushing
the institution to provide the
services and programs that
prisoners should be entitled
1o as a basic human right -
education, medical care, €x-
ercise, mentalhealthand AIDS
counseling.

——



Susan: Well! I struggle against racism in every way I can. I have learned patience,
and how to be quiet, and how to really listen 10 who is talking, and what they are
saying.

QUISP: What observations or advice do you have for lesbian/gay and AIDS activists
as we start 1o experience police surveillance, harassment and abuse?

Laura: Fight it. Don't back away. Develop clandestine ways of operating so that the
state won’t know everything that you're doing. Support on¢ another so that, when
anyone is targetted for state antack, they can resist - that resistance will build us all.
Don't ever give information - even if you think it's “safe” information - to the state.
Don't let the state divide the movement by calling some groups “legitimate” and
others not. Unity is our strength. Supportother movements and people who are also
targets of state attack. When the state calls someone a"terrorist”, or “violent”, or
“crazy”, or anything, think hard before ever believing it to be true. Resist. Resist.
Resist.

Linda: Be cool. Develop a clandestine consciousness. Value your work enough that
you don’t talk to the enemy about it (like over tapped phones). Don't underestimate
the power and viciousness of the state, and don’t expect white privilege to make you
exempt from repression. Take the lessons of past repression against political
movements seriously - not to demobilize you or make you afraid, but to safeguard
and defend your work. Remember you're building for the future, not just for today,
and keep struggling to broaden your vision. Remember that reforms are only
temporary concessions, that they're neither permanent nor do they really solve
fundamental problems.

Susan: Study other movements here and around the world and examine the state’s
methods in order to develop tactics that allow you to keep functioning. Very
important, if one self-consciously is building a movement that knows the state will
destroy it if the movement begins to pose a real or perceived threat.

QUISP: What is your position on go-go girls in womens’ bars?
Laura: Take me 1o a bar and we’ll have a scintillating discussion of this issue, OK?
Linda: Take me to a bar and I'll let you know!

Susan: 1 think that anything that objectifies women as sexual objects (versus sexual
beings) is anti-woman. Even in an all-woman context. Being lesbian is subversive
because women loving women is a crime against the state, and against the bourgeois
,patriarchal morality of this society - but being subversive doesn't necessarily mean
i's about liberation. If nothing else I have learned that liberation and the need forit
begins in oneself - objectification/sexual stereotypes/misogyny not only destroy us
in the world, they corrode our own bearts. I am not interested in a society that
promotes those things. Although I don't believe that they will be ended until we
decide to end them - they cannot be overturned through the law of this state.



AIDS Wars - D.C. Jail

By Susan Rosenberg

There are no happy endings in this skirmish. Sadness, loss, waste and neglect
fill the encounter. In war there is supposed to be purpose, and consequently
meaning. But in the AIDS WAR this story, like many, results from oppression and
genocide. The product of the apartheid state of Black peoples’ lives in the 90s in
America. But there isa twist. A shining bright spot that illuminates this dark storyand
casts it in a different light. It is a love story. Love that is condemned and feared, love
that is against the law, made illegal by the state, love that in its pure subversiveness
intensifies suffering but eases the pain. A story of two Black women who loved and
shared and made their way together - if only for a short time.

1 keep hearing Celia call out atthe top of her voice “Rider, Rider, Where are you?
Come here Rider.” And then Rider would answer, “Okay, baby, I'm coming. Hang
on.” Rider would glide down the stairs to the bottom tier and slide into her cell and
they would talk. Then she'd slide outand goon about her work on the unit. One day
I was on the phone and I looked into the cell they shared, that Celia had fixed up.
Rider was sitting on their trunk, back against
the wall, leaning easy and looking at the bed,
where Celia was sitting, knees up, and the
intensity and intimacy was clear as day after
rain. Rider is one cool lady, and she has years
and years of practice at showing nothing. She
lives behind a mask of nonreaction. She’s a
pro at it. She never loses at poker of spades,
never. She reveals nothing. But this feeling
shehad, this love for thislady, this lovelylady,
her partner, she couldn’thide. Thetugaround
her 45-year-old eyes right at the outer comer
began to turn upward, and the squint lines
slowly became laugh lines. Their love affair
infected anyone who wanted tobeletin. They
navigated through the jail house rules and
prohibitions with practiced grace and ease.
The police knew the deal and let them cell
together.

One night Rider came to my cell and said
«Celia is sick. She is really sick. Do you under-
stand?” “Yes Rider, I think I understand.”

For five months Celia hid herself, hoping
it would undo her sickness. She wasted in
silence. She hid against the rumors, the cru-
elty at speculation, and the pain of her physi-
cal and mental suffering. She never was coun-
seled, the medical care inadequate and the
social neglect criminal. Celia lied to keep it
secret, to deny the reality. But Rider knew, 1

Spring/April/Hungerstrike - Day 61

There are nights when freedom
is as close as a lover’s breath.
When desires and imagination
merge

and the prisoner rides a tempest,
a tidal wave of memories.

A spirit in the dark

a conspiracy of spirit.

Sleep is happily elusive.

But it is cold, and the cold
intrudes, invades, and brings with it

the present.

Two marvelous friends that we

have never met

will soon

die.

They will die from hungerstrike

and no spirit conspiracy will save them.

But in the cold

all those that conspire in the dark
secretive regions of cells,

in and out

will continue.

How it is

will not be in vain.

No.

Susan Rosenberg - Spring 1989




knew. And then she was 100 sick to stay in the cell block.

Celia was dying in the prison ward of D.C. General Hospital. Thather death was
inevitable, there wasnodoubt; thatithad tobethe wayit was, isleftto health officials
and prison officials to debate and analyze and then they will factor it into their
statistical data. Por Rider, nothing could take the stricken look of anguish out from
behind her eyes. Rider was powerless 10 StOp Celia from dying. Rider, like Celia, was
a prisoner. She didn’t count. That Rider and Celia were lesbian lovers for nine years,
in and out of prison, together and separately, didn't count. Their love went
unrecognized. A lesbian lover is not next of kin, That Rider loved Celia more than
anything or anyone, that she took care of her in sickness, that she wanted to spend
her life with her, or lay down and die with her, didn't count.

Nine days after Celia left the cell block, four days after her 33rd birthday, Celia
died of heart failure from complications from pneumocystié"pneumonia associated
with the final stages of AIDS. She was a prisoner treated in the intensive care unitat
D.C. General. She was initially admitted to the ICU in a code blue state. Her hearthad
stopped. She was revived and placed on arespirator which she remained on until she
died. During the course of those nine days she went into code blue again, almost
died, was revived, and finally failed to respond to drug therapy. She thought Rider
was there at the end and said “Rider, 1 love you, my baby.” A guard who was there
told someone.

She was serving a nine-mponth biton a parole violation. She was scheduled
for release in two months. She died while shackled to the bed. There is no
compassionate release in the District of Columbia.

The day after Celia died Rider was at my door. Telling me that the funeral
was Friday. She asked me should she try to go, could she go, would it be possible
to goas herhusband, or her wife, or anything. After all, she said, she was real family.
«If 1 had been free, I'd have been at that hospital.”

- In general if you're in prison and a family member dies, you can’t goto the
funeral. It's a question of security -not humanity. Butif a “grief furlough” isapproved
you go in chains accompanied by armed marshals to the funeral home where youare
allowed merely a few moments 1o view the body alone.

Rider decided not to fight it out, not to go. Then she held out this plasticbag
filled with jail issued medications. Creams, pills, suppositories. She asked, “Can you
explain what all this stuff is?” The hurt, the search as to what was this thing that took
her beautiful girl, snatched her away, will never be answered. But now she had to
know. The pills and cream, with their specific instructions made it clear. AZT,
acyclovir and steroid cream are the only approved medications for prisoners with
AIDS. They had been dispensed irregularly, and with no monitoring, I explained
each medication and its use. And she stood at my door with tears streaming down
her face. “I knew she was sick, but 1 didn’t know she'd die. Why didn't she tell me?”
And the pitch in her voice droppedtoa whisper and she said, “Youknow, lamavery
open-minded person, you know, I would never have left someone that is sick, not
ever, and never her. She was, well, you know, 1 love her.”

1f Celia had lived a little longer Rider would have tried for a hospital visit,
1o take her in her arms one more time, tell her it was all okay, and say goodbye.
Instead she sent roses with a note to the funeral. The card read “To Celia my love,
always, Rider.” We heard that Celia’s pimp wasn't happy.

Susan Rosenberg, revolutionary anti-imperialist political prisoner and
lesbian. Marianna, Florida - January 10, 1993.



INSID E LOOKING OUT

Thoughts On The March On Washington

By Laura Whitehorn

This article is dedicated to the memory of Mike Riegle*, who might not bave agreed
with it, but definitely would have let me know.

1 had a wonderful lesbian fantasy the other day. In prison, you tend to fantasize
a lot - about food, sex, the ocean, music, everything, But this one was slighdy
different. It was about the gay and lesbian March on Washington, being planned for
this spring. In my fantasy, the organizers of the march aresitting around talking about
the huge demos held in Italy, Germany, and France to protest fascism, antisemitism
and racism. They think we need thatkind of thing here, given the unending flood of
racist attacks in the past year. (Just last week, the local Panama City, Florida, news
carried the story of a Black man set on fire by three white men.) So they decide to
makethe marchon D.C. a gayandlesbian march for human rights and againstracism
and white supremacy. They contact African American and New Afrikan organiza-
tions to invite them to participate; then they put out a unitary call for all progressive
organizations to support and join the march. S

Thinking about this fantasy, I smiled and felt light and joyful. For a minute - and
then 1 said aloud, “Dream on, girl, it's not going to happen.” Which is exactly what
a few lesbian friends said on the phone when I told them about my fantasy. In fact,
if 1 could be magically transported toa meeting of the march organizers, I'd probably
have the same argument with the very same people 1 argued with twenty years ago,
overthe strategy and direction of the women's liberation movement and lesbian/gay
liberation, over what I saw as the critical, primary importance for white people to
support national liberation and fight white supremacy. :

I'velived in several cities where there have been large lesbian communities, but
we anti-imperialistlesbians werealwaysa small minority. Foralot of years, we didn't
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fight very much for gay and lesbian liberation, so our isolation was exacerbated by
justified anger from a number of queers. And, of course, in those times, political
differences were treated asbattlelines that couldn't be crossed, and we were not very
good listeners (1o say the least).

But over the years our politics changed, and when some of us in the D.C.
«Resistance Conspiracy Case” made a political point of being “out” lesbians, we
received a tremendous amount of support from the lesbian and gay communities -
support that extended not only to our co-defendant comrades, but to all political
prisoners and Prisoners of War. Support that has continued long after the D.C. case
itself was over.

similarly, the support those of us inside doing AIDS support and education get
from gay and lesbian AIDS activists isnourishing, invigorating, and an absolute
necessity to our work. In the best moments, we're able to thake the other women
prisoners we work with feel that support, that community, to0, and it makes the
work effective in changing lives and saving lives.

The militant, courageous struggle of gay men and lesbians in the AIDS crisis has
politicized the gayandlesbian community and builtamovement. Iteven affected the
outcome of the presidential election. Atthis point, I think it would be a grave mistake
to limit our vision to one of acceptance and inclusion in the system. I'm opposed to
discrimination against gays in the military, but I'm equally opposed to gays and
lesbians struggling 1o foin the u.s. military - the fighting arm of imperialism and
intervention. We're at a juncture where more revolutionary, liberating goals are
needed. I believe the goal of liberation has to start with building alliances with
oppressed peoples fighting for justice and survival - fighting racism, colonialism and
white supremacy in Amerikkka in 1993.

Why should lesbians and gay men do this? Why should we focus a national
march o the demand for justice for “others™ First, some of those “others” - some of
those African Americans oppressed by white supremacy - are in fact “us”, lesbians
and gay men. So if we fail to fight racism head on, then we end up defining gay
liberation as a white-centered, white-dominated struggle. 1 see anti-racism as
integral to gay liberation. The freedom I'm fighting for is not the “freedom” tobe part
of a racist class society. 1 believe that racism s the essence of the injustice and moral
corruption that characterize our society. The oppression of the New Aftikan/Black
Nation, from slavery on, is fundamental to the history and present reality of the U.S.
So1 actually can’t picture how this society could stop being homophobic and sexist
without an end to racism. I don’t believe it's possible to have some justice, some
equality. That's what the u.s. has now, and it's nothing but a sham.

Homophobia and vicious attacks on queers are on the rise, and 1 believe we
should continue to protest them. But there are times when the most revolutionary
thingtodo-thething that most confronts the system, most threatensto change things
at a fundamental level - is to step beyond ourselves, beyond our own situation, and
“fight the power” on the broader basis of the cause of human justice for all oppressed
people. Right now, because racism has been so blatant and prevalent, and because
white progressives and leftists have not managed to raise an effective, lasting anti-
racist response, it seems this show of unity would be particularly powerful.

The outrageous L.A. verdict was nearly a year ago. It exposed the continuing
strength of racism in every aspect of U.S. society and law. 1agree with Barbara Smith
and other Black leaders whoargued in the aftermath of the L.A. rebellions that white
progressives should see fighting racism as an urgent priority. No “business as usual.”
In the time since L.A., there hasn'tbeen a sustained, clear anti-racist call or activism



from white leftists or progressives. The gay and lesbian movement is one of the most
organized, activated radical forces in the U.S. at the moment, and that seems tome
to bring both the possibilityand the responsibility of leadership - that is, to take up
the critical need for anti-racist action.

Finally, I think we should adopt anti-racism as a primary demand because the
lesbian and gay movement raises the vision, the potential, for a different concept of
power from the white, ruling-class male power wielded at the core of U.S. society.
Like the women’s liberation movement, the gay and lesbian movement can promote
an alternative source of power, in the collective strength and power of the powerless.
That's part of why harnessing our rage about AIDS has been so liberating and life-
affirming in the midst of sickness and dying. Power is not only an alternative 10
powerlessness. It also necessitates decisions and choices of value. My vision (it's
more than a fantasy) is that this movement should choose not to be included in a
white, male-defined capitalist power structure, butrather to put our view oflife from
the bottom to good use, and build on our critique of U.S. society by fighting for real
justice and freedom for all oppressed people.

Laura Whitehorn, revolutionary anti-imperialist political prisoner and
lesbian. Marianna, Florida - January 10, 1993.

*Mike Riegle was a gay activist who worked for yearsto make GCN (Gay Community
News) responsive to gay and lesbian prisoners. He also worked in the Redbook prison
book program. He died with AIDS on January 10, 1992.
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women'’s school. In New York, | worked to expose illegal FBI counterintelligence
(COINTELPRO) and was amember of the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee and the
Madame Binh Graphics Collective. A visit to Viet Nam in 1975 in an anti-imperialist
women’s delegation confirmed my belief that socialist revolution lays the basis to
fulfill human needs and creativity - including achieving peace and justice.

Over the past 20 years, the intransigence, corruption and aggression of the u.s.
government has made sustained militant resistance necessary. I've struggled to be
part of that, because justice is worth fighting for and the real terrorism of u.s.
imperialism needs to be defeated. 've been involved in clandestine resistance
because the government uses the full force of repression to destroy developing
opposition.

Since my arrest in 1985, I've experienced this first-hand as a political prisoner:
held in ‘preventive detention’ without bail, kept in solitary cdnfinement for much of
the time, classified as a ‘special handling’ prisoner, because of my political ideals and
because I'm determined to live by them and fight for them.”

Laura, Linda, and Susan (along with codefendants Alan Berkman, Marilyn Buck
and Tim Blunk) were indicted in May 1988 for conspiring to “influence, change, and
protest policies and practices of the United States government.” The indictment
alleged that the Resistance Conspiracy defendants were part of a network of
underground groups responsible for a series of bombings of u.s. government and
military targets from 1983 to 1985.

After over 2 years of legal and political resistance, the 6 forced the government
to negotiate a deal which dismissed all the charges against Susan Rosenberg, Tim
Blunk and Alan Berkman. Laura, Linda and Marilyn pleaded guilty to the bombing
of the u.s. capitol in protest of the invasion of Grenada in 1985. Marilyn Buck was
sentenced to an additional 10 years on top of a 70-year sentence. Linda Evans got
an additional 5 years. She is now servinga total of 40 years. Laura was sentenced to
20 years. Susan Rosenberg and Tim Blunk were already serving 58-year sentences
for earlier charges of possesion of explosives, weapons and false 1.D. Alan Berkman
was released in June 1992.

Break through the isolation by writing the prisoners, and/or by putting them on
your group’s mailing list. Their addresses:

Laura Whitehorn #22432-037 Susan Rosenberg #03684-016
Linda Evans #19973-054 FCI Danbury, Pembroke Station
FCI Pleasanton Danbury, CT

5701 8th Street, Camp Parks 06811 USA

Dublin, CA

04568 USA

This interview was originally published ﬁ Th S ~ ,t
sometime in 1991 by Queers United in m

Support of Political Prisoners (QUISP). © plrl
This “unauthorized” version was produced Arm The Spirit

by Arm The Spirit in July 1995 and was P.O. Box 6326, Stn. A
expanded to include articles and poetry ]
from Laura and Susan. We produced it for Toronto, Ont
Pride Day in Toronto on July 2,1995. We M5W 1P7 Canada
hope we didn't tread on anyone’s toes... E-mail: ats@etext.org







